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Rochester, Minn. – 
March offers three op-
portunities for Baptists 
across Minnesota and 
Wisconsin to gather for 
Minnesota-Wisconsin 
Baptist Convention 
events.

Both the Empower 
evangelism conference 
and the Equip children’s 
ministry conference will 
be Mar. 11-12 at South-
town Baptist Church 

in Bloomington, Minn.  
These training, inspi-
ration and motivation 
events are open to all.  

Pastors and their wives 
will have an additional 
chance to get together at 
the annual Pastors and 
Wives Retreat Mar. 31 
through Apr. 2 at Green 
Lakes (Wis.) Confer-
ence Center.  This event 
is usually in February 
but was postponed this 

Empower, Equip, Pastors/Wives Retreat this month
year because of COVID 
concerns.  The delay 
brought an additional 
surprise: a generous gift 
enabled MWBC to offer 
the retreat free to all 
pastoral staff (rather than 
just senior pastors and 
their wives as originally 
announced).  Click here 
to register.   

Keynote speaker for 
Empower will be Mark 
Clifton, senior director of 

replanting and rural strat-
egy for the North Ameri-
can Mission Board.  The 
event offers numerous 
breakout sessions for tar-
geted training.

Chuck Peters, director 
of Lifeway Kids will 
be keynote speaker at 
the Equip conference, 
which is designed for 
those who lead, teach 
and work in all areas of 
ministry to children.

Valley Appleton dedicates new building
Appleton, Wis. – Valley 
Baptist Church of Ap-
pleton, Wis., will dedi-
cate their new 500-seat 
worship center at 10 
a.m., Sunday Mar. 13.

A fellowship meal 
and tours of the 
16,046-square-foot 
two-story building will 
follow the service.  The 
upper floor includes 
the worship center and 
welcome center.  The 
basement houses 11 
new classrooms and 
a commons area for 
youth and adults.

The congregation 
first met in the new fa-
cility on Christmas Eve 
and since then has had 
two Sunday morning 
services each week, but 
will have only one ser-
vice on the dedication 
day.

The total cost of the 
project– including the 
garage, landscaping, 
parking lot, and the 

just-begun remodeling 
– is estimated at $3.1 
million.

The decision to build 
came as the church saw 
all their classrooms 
occupied and their 230 
seats in worship at 
near capacity in both 
services, said Charles 
Dunning, church 
member who serves as 
volunteer construction 
manager on the project.  
To reach people and 
grow, more space was 
needed.  The church 
now expects to see in-

creased worship atten-
dance and more people 
of all ages involved in 
Sunday Bible study.

“The new building 
is attracting a lot of 
interest in the commu-
nity and we are very 
thankful to have many 
visitors,” he said.

Construction began 
in September 2019 
with excavation of the 
basement, pouring the 
basement walls, and in-
stalling the steel fram-
ing and concrete planks 
for the upper floor.  

The church had hoped 
to finish the project 
during 2020, but they 
were counting on assis-
tance from Builders for 
Christ (BFC) volunteer 
teams that were delayed 
from coming until last 
year because of the 
COVID pandemic.  The 
first teams arrived May 
22, 2021 and construc-
tion was virtually com-
pleted seven months 
later.

“Without Builders 

See DEDICATE page 6

Valley Baptist Church of Appleton, Wis., gathers for the first time in their new worship center to cele-
brate Christmas Eve 2021.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-pastors-and-wives-retreat-rescheduled-registration-269596970797
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-pastors-and-wives-retreat-rescheduled-registration-269596970797
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Litton salutes Midwest leaders at biennial summit
By Eric Reed
Illinois Baptist

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. 
(BP) – As nearly 1,000 
church leaders from the 
Midwest convened in 
Illinois, Southern Bap-
tist Convention Presi-
dent Ed Litton saluted 
organizers and those 
in attendance for the 
unique regional event.

“You’re a testimony 
to the nation,” Litton 
said. “If all our regions 
would be so united 
together to perfect our 
skills and each other, 
that would be amaz-
ing.”

The Midwest Lead-
ership Summit, which 
meets every two years, 
brings together church 
leaders from 12 states 
and nine Baptist con-
ventions. 

The state convention 
partners are Dakota 
Baptist Convention, 
Illinois Baptist State 

Association, State 
Convention of Baptists 
in Indiana, Baptist 
Convention of Iowa, 
Kansas-Nebraska Con-
vention of Southern 
Baptists, Baptist State 
Convention of Mich-
igan, Minnesota-Wis-
consin Baptist Conven-
tion, Missouri Baptist 
Convention, and the 
State Convention of 
Baptists in Ohio.

The Midwest Lead-
ership Summit began 
as the North Central 
States Rally as part of a 
church planting move-
ment in the 1950s to 
address the unique min-
istry challenges faced 
by churches outside 
the South. “God is at 
work in the Midwest,” 
said Jeremy West-
brook, recently elected 
executive director of 
the State Convention 
of Baptists in Ohio, 
who emceed the large 
group sessions. “That’s 

one of the blessings of 
the summit: we get to 
talk about what God is 
doing in our churches.”

About 1,000 leaders 
registered, but the num-
bers dropped slightly 
as COVID cases rose. 
Those attending chose 
six breakouts from 
among 70 scheduled, 
in addition to three ple-
nary worship sessions, 
prayer times and mis-
sions focus.

Unity was an under-
lying theme in Litton’s 
brief comments.

“My hope is for 
Southern Baptists to 
discover the power of 
crying out to God,” he 
said. “Even with ‘our 
stains’–  past stains 
and abuse – God is 
moving through South-
ern Baptists to address 
these stains. Let’s 
make sure first to deal 
with the source of the 
stain.”

Litton was one of a 

variety of representa-
tives of SBC entities 
who addressed the Jan. 
18-20 summit.  Each 
plenary session also fea-
tured a practitioner or 
planter from the region. 
Kirk Kirkland, planter 
and pastor of Revive 
City Church in Cincin-
nati, told of ministry 
among homeless and 
addicted people—and 
seeing God at work.

“Yes, ministry in the 

Midwest can be hard. 
Ministry in the city, 
ministry in the pan-
demic. We have moved 
our location 11 times. 
. . . But it’s really hard 
when you start getting 
job offers,” Kirkland 
told the crowd that in-
cluded many pastors. 

“The gospel is able 
to break up the hardest 
of soils,” he said. “God 
can give you the grace 
of grit.”

Ed Litton, current president of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
addresses attendees at the Midwest Leadership Summit.
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Trust God and pray for Ukraine
T he Motherland 

Monument stands 
203 feet tall and weighs 
more than 
560 tons. 
It is part of 
the National 
Museum of 
the History 
of Ukraine 
and is meant 
to memo-
rialize the 
heroes of 
the USSR 
(Union of 
Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics) after World War II. 

For decades it has 
been an object of con-

PerspectivesPerspectives
Leo Endel

Reflections 
Bill Tinsley

tention. Some Ukrai-
nians have wanted the 
statue removed because 

it glorifies 
the Soviet 
Union and 
its Russian 
origins. 
They no 
longer 
wish to be 
identified 
with Russia; 
they desire 
to be a part 
of Western 

Europe. 
Today, this monument 

looks like an early in-
vader or saboteur stand-
ing ready to welcome 
the Russian invaders. 

What was built to me-
morialize a horrible war 
now points to a prophet-
ic reversal: victory for a 
Russian invader.

Please pray for the 
people of Ukraine and 
pray for the protection 
of other bordering na-
tions. Ukraine’s defense 
is hopeless against the 
powerful military they 
face. 

I have often asked 
myself how one lead-
er can lead an entire 
nation to fulfill his evil 
intentions. How could 
an Adolph Hitler lead 
a modern nation to kill 
12 million people in 
concentration camps 

and invade dozens of 
countries resulting in at 
least 60 million deaths? 

These are days when 
modern people no lon-
ger believe in evil nor 
do they believe there is 

a God who is in control 
and who will ultimately 
bring justice. We have 
passed the 20th anniver-
sary of the 9/11 wake-

Saying goodbye to Buddy

See UKRAINE page 7

S ome of you have 
been following 

my reflections about 
our dog, 
Buddy, for 
the last 13 
years.  We 
adopted 
Buddy one 
year before 
I started 
writing 
these week-
ly columns 
in 2009.  
Thirteen 
years is a long time to 
write a column every 
week.  

It is a much longer 
time in a dog’s life.  
Buddy was a young 
dog when he found 
us, full of energy and 
full of confidence.  He 
thought he could leap 
any barrier and outrun 
any rabbit.  Of course, 
he could do neither.  
But that is one of the 
things that makes 
corgis so loveable. 

They do not know their 
limits, and don’t care. 
They will try the im-

possible.
Over the 

years Buddy 
has taught 
me many 
things.  He 
has taught 
me patience 
by being pa-
tient, perse-
verance by 
never giving 
up. He 

taught me the value of 
friendship and trust by 
his desire to be with me 
on walks or ride in my 
truck, going wherever 
I go without question 
or complaint. He has 
taught me to greet every 
day with joy and every 
moment without regret. 
And he has taught me 
much more. I have tried 
to capture some of it in 
my writing.  Along the 
way, I wrote Buddy’s 
story in a children’s 

book, Buddy the Floppy 
Ear Corgi. 

We knew he was 
aging. Our vet said he 
is in his mid-nineties, 
in human terms.  Our 
two-mile walks became 
a thing of the past.  He 
slept a lot.  He fell 
down the stairs, twice; 
so, we stopped doing 
stairs. He could no 
longer leap into my 
truck as he did in days 
gone by.  He suffered 
from degenerative 
myelopathy, a genetic 
disease similar to ALS 
in humans and common 
to Pembroke corgis.  
He struggled to his 
feet and did the best he 
could. We tried to keep 
him comfortable and 
continued to love him 
as he loved us.  Earlier 
this year we laid Buddy 
down, gently and ten-
derly, with tears.

In the end, Bud-
dy was teaching me 
another lesson, how to 

face my own mortality 
and that of those I love.  
As he declined, Buddy 
would join me outside 
for my early morning 
devotions, even when 
the windchill dipped to 
-4.  I focused on Psalm 
90, a Psalm attributed 
to Moses:

“We have finished 
our years with a sigh. 
As for the days of 
our life, they contain 
70 years, or if due to 
strength 80 years. . . So 

Bill Tinsley and his dog Buddy.

See GOODBYE page 5

The Motherland Monument in Ukraine.
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Guest Column Guest Column 
Penny Reedy

We don’t do childcare!

Leadership Leadership 
Clint Calvert

I t’s not childcare!
A friend told me 

about a time that, as a 
children’s 
ministry 
leader, 
she was 
asked by 
her pastor 
to provide 
childcare 
during a 
special 
program at 
the church. 
She looked 
him in the eye and said, 
“I don’t do childcare!” 

She explained that 
what her team does is 
ministry and disciple-
ship for children and 
if he wanted childcare, 

she would help him 
find babysitters to hire. 
But if he wanted a 

children’s 
ministry 
night to 
corre-
spond with 
the church 
program 
she would 
gladly 
put that 
together. 
While the 
pastor was 

a little taken back at 
first, he quickly saw her 
heart and realized what 
she meant: children’s 
ministry is not child-
care.

According to Barna 

research, 86 percent of 
Christians came to know 
Christ before the age of 
15. As a church, what 
are we doing to reach 
children with the gospel 
of Christ? We can agree 
that it is primarily the 
responsibility of par-
ents to be the spiritual 
leader of their children, 
but many don’t know 
how or are unchurched 
themselves. We need 
to develop ways to 
reach children and their 
parents and then disci-
ple them to be leaders. 
Christian parents desire 
to be equipped to disci-
ple their children and we 
can make opportunities 
to come alongside, train, 

support and encourage 
them. 

The Equip confer-
ence is a way to train 
and equip your lead-
ers to have a vibrant 
children’s ministry. We 
will cover topics about 
reaching children and 
their families in your 
community, training in 
how to lead a child to 
Christ, the attributes 
and essentials of an un-
shakable Kids Ministry, 
and how Vacation Bible 
School can reach your 
community and disciple 
children. We will also 
talk about ministry in 
a hard world, and what 
is the one thing that 
makes a difference in 

keeping young people 
in church.

We encourage you 
to register your chil-
dren’s leaders to attend 
the Equip Conference 
Mar. 11-12 at South-
town Baptist Church 
in Bloomington, Minn. 
They will enjoy two 
days of encourage-
ment, training, fun and 
worship.  Click here to 
register.

Penny Reedy is a 
member of Pleasant 
Hills Baptist Church, 
International Falls, 
Minn., and is the Kid 
Min Team Director for 
the Minnesota-Wiscon-
sin Baptist Convention.

Empower breakouts will help you ‘Let Your Light Shine’

T he breakout 
conferences at 

this year’s Empower 
will help 
you let your 
light shine, 
offering you 
training in 
evangelism, 
discipleship, 
disaster 
relief, 
international 
missions, 
ministry to 
children, welcoming 
guests, and emotional 
health for families and 
church leaders.

The Minnesota-Wis-
consin Baptist Conven-
tion event will be Mar. 
11-12 at Southtown 
Baptist Church in 
Bloomington, Minn.

Tony Lynn will teach 
attendees to elevate 
the good news of Jesus 
Christ through relation-
ships. He will show us 

how to share the good 
news of Christ in the 
context where every in-

dividual has 
the freedom 
to create, 
recreate, or 
crush their 
personal, 
customized 
spirituality.

Jack Bell 
will train 
participants 
in The 

Next Steps, a follow-up 
tool for new believers 
and disciple-makers. 
The Next Steps was 
designed to be used 
in small groups, triad 
cohorts, and one-on-one 
mentoring relationships.

Disaster relief is 
providing the following 
trainings: Involving 
Southern Baptists in Di-
saster Relief (required 
of all DR volunteers), 
chaplaincy training, 

flood recovery unit 
training, and Chain 
Saw Unit Training. 
These training sessions 
will follow a different 
schedule than the rest of 
Empower due to their 
required durations.

Thai and Ming Her 
were commissioned as 
a missionary couple 
with the International 
Mission Board in 2009. 
They engage and con-
nect unreached people 
groups in Asia. Thai and 
Ming will have three 
sessions to share their 
heart for missions with 
attendees.

The MWBC Kid 
Min Team is offering 
breakouts to Empower 
attendees as part of the 
Equip conference. The 
team will address help-
ing kids stay connected 
to their faith and church, 
essentials of Kids Min-
istry, leading a child to 

Christ, and a preview of 
the 2022 Vacation Bible 
School theme: Spark 
Studios.

Tate Cockrell will 
help attendees be re-
freshed to serve in the 
face of the pandemic, 
politics, economics, and 
personal crises that can 
prevent believers from 
making a difference in 
the world. In a separate 
session, Tate will teach 
participants the five 
principles of emotional-
ly healthy leadership.

Three breakout 
sessions will be of-
fered one time only. 
Ward Utterback will 
help attendees create a 
welcoming experience 
to connect people in 

the community with 
the church. Chris Allen 
will describe the many 
ministry training op-
portunities available to 
MWBC church leaders 
at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
Scott Speight will help 
pastors become relent-
less in pursuit of their 
calling and ministry.

Empower is free to 
attend and paid for by 
MWBC church giving 
to the Cooperative Pro-
gram. Please register at 
mwbc.org by March 8.

Clint Calvert is 
church leadership 
catalyst for the Minne-
sota-Wisconsin Baptist 
Convention.

mwbc.org

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/equip-kids-ministry-conference-tickets-244517738137
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/equip-kids-ministry-conference-tickets-244517738137
http://www.mwbc.org
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Disaster Relief Disaster Relief 
Ben Seamans

Disaster relief meets needs, has needs

J anuary was an 
eventful month with 

the rebuild in Kentucky 
finishing up. 

I trav-
eled with 
Jeff Owen 
from 
Reedsburg 
to attend 
a Sphere 
training 
for inter-
national 
missions 
at the Ken-
tucky Baptist Conven-
tion. It is always great to 
learn side by side with 
fellow servants in this 
time of great need. 

In December, we had 

been called to Kentucky 
to assist with the tornado 
response and to be there 
a month later for this 

purpose 
was indeed 
special. 

It does 
bring up a 
great need 
for Minne-
sota-Wis-
consin 
Baptist 
Conven-
tion di-

saster relief. Our State 
Missions Offering 
came in way below the 
mark last fall.  That, 
combined with the 
pulling of funding by 

the North American 
Mission Board, means 
our response well is dry. 
Please pray as church-
es and as individuals 
to consider including 
MWBC Disaster Relief 
in your budgets. We 
will continue to fund-
raise throughout the 
year to make sure our 
equipment is serviced, 
supplied and ready. 

I am excited to invite 
all to attend our first 
training in a year at 
Empower Mar. 11-12 
at Southtown Baptist 
Church in Bloomington, 
Minn.  We will have 
classes for DR 101, 
flood recovery, chap-

sea mission trip

Jeff Owen presents a refugee response plan to a missionary 
panel.  Owen is director of chaplains for Minnesota-Wisconsin 
Baptist Convention disaster relief.  He is a member of Trinity 
Baptist Church in Reedsburg, Wis.

laincy and chainsaw 
recovery units. Go to 
mwbc.org and register 
for these classes as part 
of Empower 2022. 

There is also a full 
DR training event 
coming to Jacob’s Well, 
Eau Claire, Wis., Apr. 
28-30.  Go to mwbc.
org/disaster-relief for 

imb

information and to sign 
up.

Thank you to all our 
partners for your sup-
port. – Ben and Kayla 

Ben and Kayla Sea-
mans are co-directors 
of disaster relief for the 
Minnesota-Wisconsin 
Baptist Convention.

GOODBYE
continued from page three

teach us to number our 
days, that we may pres-
ent to thee a heart of 
wisdom. . . . O satisfy 
us in the morning with 
thy loving kindness, 
that we may sing for 
joy and be glad all our 
days. . . . Let thy work 
appear to thy servants 
and thy majesty to their 
children, and let the 
favor of the Lord our 
God rest upon us. And 

do confirm for us the 
work of our hands  Yes, 
confirm the work of our 
hands.”

Like every living 
thing, we shall all die.  
Like the grass of the 
fields and the animals 
of the forest, our bodies 
will return to dust. 

But we humans 
are unique among all 
creation.  God breathed 
into man the breath of 
life and man became 
a living soul.  Jesus 
promised, “I give 

them eternal life and 
they will never perish, 
neither shall anyone 
pluck them out of my 
hand.  My Father who 
has given them to me 
is greater than all, 
and no one  is able to 
snatch them out of my 
Father’s hand.” (John 
10:28-29).

A year ago, I wrote a 
column about animals 
in heaven.  It makes 
sense that God, who 
created all life of 
every kind and de-

clared it good, would 
also include animal 
life in heaven. It also 
makes sense that He 
who takes note of a 
sparrow that falls in 
the forest would take 
note when a pet dies 
that has given fellow-
ship and friendship to 
mankind.

We aren’t given much 
detail about heaven, 
other than the fact 
that we will be in His 
presence along with all 
who love Him and that 

nothing that is essential 
to our happiness and 
joy will be lacking.

Bill Tinsley is a for-
mer executive director 
of the Minnesota-Wis-
consin Baptist Conven-
tion.  Appearing in var-
ious local newspapers 
around the country, 
his column “reflects” 
on current events and 
life experiences from a 
faith perspective.

Back to the beginning

http://www.mwbc.org/sea
http://www.mwbc.org
http://www.mwbc.org/disaster-relief
http://www.mwbc.org/disaster-relief
http://www.mwbc.org
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for Christ (BFC) and 
volunteer workers, 
clearly Valley could 
not have afforded the 
project any time soon,” 
Dunning said.  Dun-
ning has volunteered as 
a church facilities con-
sultant with MWBC 
and for the past 28 
years has led the vol-
unteer mission team 
from Valley to help 
other churches with 
their projects.

Dunning said BFC 
leaders “provided valu-
able consultation and 
guidance that ensured 
the project would be fi-
nancially viable.  Then 
they led the enlistment 
and scheduling of the 
volunteer teams.”

The volunteer con-
struction began May 22 
with BFC and Valley 
volunteers framing the 
upper level walls.  Then 
things began to move 
quickly.

“Major construction 
was completed eight 
weeks later on July 16 
when 91 volunteers 
from South Carolina 
and a few other states 
completed the siding, 

tongue-and-groove 
ceiling in the worship 
center, and soffits 
under the edges of the 
roof,” Dunning said.  
“A BFC team from 
Chesapeake, Va., built, 
delivered, and in-
stalled cabinets in Au-
gust.  Volunteers from 
Valley, a few local 
churches, and a few 
from out of state com-
pleted the finish work 
by Christmas.  In total, 
about 600 volunteers 
participated in the 
project, each giving at 
least a week.”

Valley’s worship 
center is the 11th 
project in MWBC 
constructed by BFC 
volunteers.  Dunning 
said the largest church 
building ever con-
structed by BFC was 
the 30,000-square-foot 
Jacob’s Well building 
in Eau Claire, Wis., in 
2006.  BFC has now 
built three projects for 
Jacob’s Well and three 
for Valley in Appleton.

Although BFC is a 
national organization, 
in 2019 a BFC-Mid-
west network of volun-
teer builders was estab-
lished to concentrate on 
projects in the Upper 

Midwest, particularly 
projects of 2,000 to 
10,000 square feet.  The 
BFC “A Team” (which 
built the Valley facility) 
is still available to build 
larger projects in the 
area as they do through-
out the nation.  

MWBC churches in-
terested in being part of 

the BFC-Midwest net-
work of building vol-
unteers should contact 
Dunning at (920) 858-
6338 or cedunning2@
gmail.com.  Churches 
needing BFC help with 

building projects may 
also contact Dunning 
or complete an online 
project application 
request.  

Back to the beginning

Good news from the associations
SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

John Draper is the 
new interim pastor 
of First Baptist Wis-
consin Rapids and he 
says “the pastor search 
team is working hard 
at establishing the 
right priorities as they 
prepare to refine their 
expectations and the 
job description for their 
next pastor.”  He adds, 
“There’s excitement 
about recapturing our 
momentum in neigh-
borhood visitation and 
spring outreach possi-
bilities.”

NORTHWOODS

Tom Johnston, long-
time professor of evan-
gelism at Midwestern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary, is helping 
Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Thief River 
Falls during their transi-
tional time while look-
ing for a new pastor.

Mark Finnila is the 
new pastor of Mustard 
Tree Baptist Church, 
a new work in Duluth.  
He is retired from the 
Air Force and lives in 
the area.

Top photo: Exterior view.  Bottom photo: Welcome center.

mailto:cedunning2%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cedunning2%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.buildersforchrist.net/application
https://www.buildersforchrist.net/application
mailto:jsundeen%40mwbc.org?subject=
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MARCH
6-12 Week of Prayer and mission Study for North 
American Missions/Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
11-12 Empower Conference, Southtown,  
Bloomington, Minn.
11-12 Equip Kids Ministry Conference, Southtown, 
Bloomington, Minn.
26 VBS Preview Event, City on a Hill Church,  
Madison, Wis.
31-Apr. 2 Pastors and Wives Retreat, Green Lake, 
Wis.

APRIL
15 Good Friday – MWBC Office Closed
22-23 MWBC Executive Board Meeting, Rochester, 
Minn.
29-30 Disaster Relief Training, Jacob’s Well, Eau 
Claire, Wis.
30 MWBC Lottie Moon Offering Cutoff

MAY
14 IMB APAC1Day Missions Conference,  
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Rochester, Minn. 
20 New Pastor Orientation, Rochester, Minn.
30 Memorial Day Observed – MWBC Office Closed

JUNE
12-13 Southern Baptist Convention, Anaheim, Cal.
30 MWBC Annie Armstrong Offering Cutoff

JULY
4 Independence Day Holiday Observance – MWBC 
Office Closed
9-16 Hands of Hope, Rochester, Minn.
26-Aug. 9 Mission Trip to Thailand

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER
1-30 Season of Prayer for State Missions
5 Labor Day – MWBC Office Closed
16-17 MWBC Executive Board, Rochester, Minn.

OCTOBER
TBD Called Out Youth Conference, Baraboo, Wis.
20 SEND Network Planters Gathering, Northwest 
Baptist Church, Wauwatosa, Wis.
21 Pastors Conference, Northwest Baptist Church, 
Wauwatosa, Wis.
21-22 MWBC Annual Meeting, Northwest Baptist 
Church, Wauwatosa, Wis.
24-25 Missouri Baptist Annual Meeting, St. Charles, 
Mo.

NOVEMBER
13-15 Baptist General Convention of Texas Annual 
Meeting, Waco, Texas
24-25 Thanksgiving Holiday – MWBC Office Closed
29-Dec. 8 Pastors’ Holy Land Tour

DECEMBER
4-10 Week of Prayer and Mission Study for Interna-
tional Missions/Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
26-30 Christmas/New Year’s Holiday – MWBC Office 
Closed

MWBC events are in bold print.
BLBA: Bay Lakes Baptist Association
SWBA: Southern Wisconsin Baptist Association
LBA: Lakeland Baptist Association

To have your events included, email them to davidwilliams@compuserve.com.  

NBA: Northwoods Baptist Association
SMBA: Southern Minnesota Baptist Association
TCMBA: Twin Cities Metro Baptist Association

up call where people 
saw evil in the mod-
ern world. The harsh 
unveiling of such evil 
has long faded away . . . 
until this week. Sud-
denly, the world seems 
back on the brink of a 
World War. And who 
knows what China plans 
to do next? 

Evil has its day, but 
evil is never completely 
unrestrained. God keeps 
evil men on a short 
leash; in this world 
or the next, they will 
ultimately be held ac-
countable. He will bring 
justice to the strongman 
whose dark heart leads 
to death and mayhem. 

But even in the darkest 
moments, God promises 
to be with His people. 
He never leaves us or 
forsakes us. Even when 
He allows an Assyria 
(740 B.C.) or a Putin 
(2022 A.D.) to reveal 
evil, God appeals to us 
to return to Him. He is 
our Strong Tower and 
our Mighty Fortress.

Putin represents the 
old repressive Russia 
that brought atheism, 
decimation, and death to 
millions of people. His 
arrogance and authori-
tarianism are a perfect 
illustration of Jesus’ 
words, “A thief comes 
only to steal and kill and 
destroy.” Thank God, 
Jesus is the antithesis: “I 
have come so that you 
may have life and have 
it in abundance.”

We must tether our-
selves to the Sovereign 
God of the Bible and 
hold on to Him. No 
matter what it looks like 
today, the future always 
proves He is in control. 
Trust Him and pray for 
the people of Ukraine. 

UKRAINE
continued from page three

Perhaps God will save 
hundreds of thousands 
of people who are now 
calling out to Him.

Consider His Word:

“The LORD foils the 
plans of the nations; he 
thwarts the purposes 
of the peoples,” (Psa. 
33:10).

“One day, every knee 
will bow and every Back to the beginning

tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord” 
(Phil. 2:11). 

“A king’s heart is 
like channeled water in 
the LORD’s hand; He 
directs it wherever he 
chooses” (Prov. 21:1)

“Why do the nations 
rage and the peoples plot 
in vain? The kings of 
the earth take their stand 
and the rulers conspire 

together against the 
LORD and his Anointed 
one. . . . So now kings, 
be wise; receive instruc-
tion, you judges of the 
earth. Serve the LORD 
with reverential awe and 
rejoice with trembling. 
Pay homage to the Son 
or he will be angry 
and you will perish in 
your rebellion, for His 
anger may ignite at any 
moment. All who take 
refuge in him are happy” 

(Psa. 2:1-12).

“Let the heavens 
rejoice, let the earth 
be glad; let them say 
among the nations, “The 
LORD reigns!”  
(1 Chron. 16:31).

Leo Endel is executive 
director of the Minne-
sota-Wisconsin Baptist 
Convention.
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Churches still recovering from pandemic losses 
By Aaron Earls

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
— Compared to the be-
ginning of 2021, more 
U.S. Protestant churches 
are gathering in person 
and more churchgoers 
are filling the pews. The 
return to pre-pandemic 
attendance levels has 
stalled, however, in re-
cent months. 

The latest Lifeway Re-
search study found, de-
spite a new variant wave 
of COVID-19, 97% of 
U.S. Protestant churches 
met in person during 
January 2022, while 3% 
say they did not gather 
for in-person services. 

The percentage of 
churches meeting in 
person is statistically 
unchanged from an Au-
gust 2021 Lifeway Re-
search study, when 98% 

of churches physically 
gathered, but is up sig-
nificantly from the 76% 
that met in January 2021. 

“Almost all churches 
are able to meet in per-
son for worship, though 
a few are struggling to 
re-open their doors,” 
said Scott McConnell, 
executive director of 
Lifeway Research. 
“Many more churches 
are working to restart 
all their important min-
istries and continuing 
to encourage people to 
resume in-person partic-
ipation.” 

More than 1 in 5 U.S. 
Protestant pastors (22%) 
say their church is close 
to their January 2020 
attendance, with 10% 
saying they are at 90% to 
100% of pre-pandemic 
levels and 12% reporting 
attendance is now higher 

than before COVID-19. 
The same percentage of 
pastors (22%) reported 
crowds reaching at least 
90% of their pre-pan-
demic attendance in 
August 2021. In January 
2021, however, only 8% 
of churches had such 
levels. 

Compared to Jan-
uary 2021, far fewer 
churches today have 
crowds of less than 
half of what they had 
in January 2020. At the 
beginning of last year, 
31% of churches were 
at less than 50% of their 
pre-pandemic attendance 
levels, including 8% 
of churches that were 
below 30%. Now, 14% 
are below 50% atten-
dance, and only 1% still 
say their congregation is 
less than 30% of what it 
was before COVID-19. 

Southern Baptist college, seminary professors reiterate church’s role in baptism
By Tobin Perry

PITTSBURGH (BP) 
– Recent news has 
brought baptism back to 
the forefront of the na-
tional conversation. 

Last month Andres 
Arango, a longtime 
Roman Catholic priest 
in Phoenix, resigned 
after it came to light that 

See LOSSES page 10

More than 8 in 10 
churches have an atten-
dance of at least half of 
what it was prior to the 
pandemic. The average 
U.S. Protestant church 
reports attendance at 
74% of what it was 
prior to COVID-19, 
which means 1 in 4 
pre-pandemic church-
goers are still missing 
from in-person worship 
services. 

“People’s return to 
in-person worship ser-
vices has stalled,” said 
McConnell. “There has 
been virtually no change 
in average attendance 
since August 2021. 
Some of this is the di-
rect impact of COVID 
with people getting sick, 
needing to quarantine or 
being at high risk. But 
this also likely includes 
healthy individuals 

choosing to not return.”   
The smallest church-

es, those with atten-
dance less than 50 
before COVID-19, are 
the most likely to be 
back at pre-pandemic 
levels. More than a third 
of those small church-
es (37%) report their 
attendance is at least 
90% of what it was in 
January 2020, includ-
ing 18% who say they 
have grown numerically 
during the pandemic. 

Online transitions 
Most churches shifted 

to some type of online 
video services during the 
height of the pandemic. 
Now, many are asking 
those watching online to 
participate in person. 

In January 2022, more 

he had used the wrong 
wording when perform-
ing baptisms. Instead 
of saying, “I baptize 
you” as Roman Catholic 
church law prescribes 
during a baptism, Aran-
go would say, “We 
baptize you.” Soon after 
this was discovered, the 
local bishop announced 
that all the baptisms 

from the priest’s 25-year 
ministry were invalid, 
potentially throwing out 
decades of marriages 
and ordinations that 
were based upon these 
baptisms.

Bishop Thomas J. 
Olmsted, the Phoenix 
bishop who issued the 
ruling in collaboration 
with the Vatican, noted 

that the Catholic church 
believes that “it is not 
the community that bap-
tizes a person, rather, it 
is Christ, and Him alone 
who presides at all of 
the sacraments, and so 
it is Christ Jesus who 
baptizes.”

Southern Baptists 
have historically seen 
the ordinance of bap-

tism differently. Mal-
colm Yarnell, a research 
professor of theology 
at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
in Ft. Worth, Texas, 
notes the command to 
baptize in the Great 
Commission wasn’t just 
given to the apostles 

See BAPTISM page 11

SBC diversity has entered a new age, newly compiled data show
By Scott Barkley

NASHVILLE (BP) – 
The Southern Baptist 
Convention is growing 
in ethnic diversity, 
according to research 
findings available on-
line at the Great Com-
mission Relations and 

Mobilization Ethnic 
Research Portal.

The tool was un-
veiled to state con-
vention leaders last 
month at their annual 
meeting. Accessing 
the information is free 
upon registering with 
the site.

Spearheaded by the 
SBC GCRM team, the 
initiative is a shared 
data collaboration of 
the Southern Baptist 
Research Fellowship 
and all six SBC sem-
inaries as well as the 
Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, 

GuideStone Financial 
Resources, the North 
American Mission 
Board, the Interna-
tional Mission Board, 
Lifeway Christian Re-
sources and the SBC 
Executive Committee.  
The project contains 
information from SBC 

annuals going back 
30 years and is the 
culmination of efforts 
going back more than a 
decade.

The data reveals 
trends showing size-
able increases 2000-

See DIVERSITY page 14
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M-W Baptist editor celebrates 25 years
By Michael Smith
The Baptist Paper

Many Americans 
had to adjust to a new 
normal when they were 
forced to work from 
home at the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
For David Williams, it 
was nothing new.

For 25 years he has 
served as the editor of 
the Minnesota-Wiscon-
sin Baptist newspaper 
– from Texas.

Williams’ first stint 
with the Minneso-
ta-Wisconsin Baptist 
Convention was from 
January-August 1994, 
when he served as state 

paper editor and evan-
gelism/stewardship 
director before returning 
to Texas to become 
pastor of First Bap-
tist Church of Flower 
Mound. He left that po-
sition in 2014 to become 
director of missions for 
Trinity River Baptist 
Association in South-
east Texas, where he 
continues to serve.

On Jan. 1, 1997, Wil-
liams became editor of 
the M-W Baptist again, 
this time working re-
motely from Texas.

“When I left the Min-
nesota-Wisconsin state 

“Most small state conventions struggle to find excellence in this area. David has for years committed himself to travel to Minnesota and Wis-
consin for a minimum of two events a year to cover the news and maintain the relationships that have allowed him to be a part of what God 
is doing in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Our geography is immense and most of us see each other even more rarely than we see David. He’s 
worked hard to be one of us and to serve among us.

 “David is the consummate professional. His mind for detail and understanding is impressive. In issue after issue, he has cohesively told the 
story of Minnesota-Wisconsin Baptists and joined us to the larger family of Southern Baptists. His hard work and tenure have helped to shape 
us and enhanced our mission. He has helped us stay connected and focused on the gospel. We could not be more grateful!

 “He is my friend and a friend of Minnesota-Wisconsin Baptists.”

Leo Endel, executive director, 
Minnesota-Wisconsin Baptist Convention

“David is a consummate journalist with a pastor’s heart. With the many technological changes over the past quarter of a century, David has 
consistently embraced new ways of telling the old, old story of Jesus.

“Through his two terms as president of the Association of State Baptist Publications in 2008 and 2020, David has encouraged and inspired 
his fellow editors to maintain high standards of professional journalism and to live lives worthy of their Christian calling.”

Margaret Colson, executive director,  
Association of State Baptist Publications

“Who David is as a person radiates in all David does, including his leadership and writings. For me and many others, David is a friend first of 
all. He is warm and inviting. He listens well and encourages no matter the circumstances. And when you work with David or read his writings, 
you find those same qualities. He encourages, builds up, unites. David reflects insightful understandings drawn from his careful study and 
reflection. David wears well as a friend or colleague. That means his influence has grown across the years and all his contributions to Baptists 
will never be known.”

Bob Terry, editor emeritus  
of The Alabama Baptist

“Though we’d met earlier through our common paths in denominational journalism, I became better acquainted with David Williams 
through a partnership relationship that the Minnesota-Wisconsin Baptist paper had established with the Western Recorder to publish their 
paper. Not only did I find David to be a very capable editor and talented writer, but he quickly became a genuine colleague and close friend 
through the years. Through his thoughtful and well-written articles, it was obvious that he had a deep love for Minnesota-Wisconsin Baptists 
and genuinely desired for their churches and the ministry of their state convention’s pastors to grow stronger for the sake of the gospel.”

Todd Deaton, managing editor,  
Baptist Courier, South Carolina Baptist Convention

See CELEBRATE page 13
David and Donna Kay Williams enjoy the sights of the Great Smoky Mountains on a recent trip home 
to their native East Tennessee.
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LOSSES
continued from page eight

than 9 in 10 U.S. Prot-
estant pastors (94%) say 
their churches provided 
some type of video 
content for their congre-
gations, including 84% 
who livestreamed their 
worship services and 
10% who posted a video 
of the sermon later. 
Prior to the pandemic, 
Lifeway Research found 
2 in 5 churches said they 
neither livestreamed 
their service nor posted 
the sermon online later. 

As the pandemic pro-
gressed, more churches 
shifted to livestream-
ing services. In March 
2020, around 2 in 3 
pastors (65%) said they 
livestreamed services, 
and more than a quarter 
(27%) posted a sermon 
online later. 

With more churches 
using online video in 
recent years, 45% of 
Americans said they 
watched a Christian 
church service online 
during the pandemic, 
including 15% who say 
they normally don’t at-
tend church, according 
to a 2021 Lifeway Re-
search study. 

Now, however, as 
almost all churches 
are holding in-person 
services again, many 
pastors say they want to 
see some online viewers 
transition to physical 
participation. Three in 5 
pastors (60%) say they 
are exhorting online 
worshipers who are able 
to resume or begin to 
attend in person. 

“Livestreaming has 
done a lot of good for 
churches, allowing 
members to hear weekly 
messages during the 
pandemic and allowing 
churches to reach new 

people,” said McCo-
nnell. “Many pastors 
are hoping and actively 
working to reduce the 
number of shut-in mem-
bers who are physically 
able but aren’t gathering 
in person with other be-
lievers.”  

Evangelical pastors 
(70%) are more likely 
than mainline pastors 
(49%) to say they’re 
specifically encouraging 
those watching online 
to physically attend if 
they are able. Pastors 
of churches with 200 
or more in attendance 
on Sunday (72%) are 
more likely than smaller 
churches to also say 
they’re asking those 
able to transition from 
online to in person.  

Pandemic impact 
The pandemic contin-

ues to have a lasting im-
pact on congregations, 
and most pastors say 
that it’s been a negative 
one. Half (51%) say 
COVID-19 revealed 
weaknesses that al-
ready existed in their 
ministry, and 14% say 
the pandemic caused 
considerable damage to 
the church’s ministry. 
Far fewer say COVID-
19 has hardly had any 
ministry impact on the 
congregation (12%) or 
has launched the church 
to greater levels of min-
istry (17%). 

Most congregations 
have faced COVID-19 
directly. Almost 9 in 
10 pastors (88%) say 
someone in their church 
has been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 in the 
last six months. Around 
1 in 5 congregations 
(21%) say a churchgoer 
has died from COVID-
19. 

Additionally, 88% of 
U.S. Protestant pastors 

say attendees at their 
church have helped 
each other with tangible 
needs in the past six 
months. Almost 2 in 3 
(63%) say churchgo-
ers have recently met 
pandemic-related needs 
in the community. In a 
2021 Lifeway Research 
study, most Americans 
(53%) said churches in 
their community have 
been helpful during the 
pandemic. 

While only 12% of 
churches say they have 
grown numerically 
during the pandemic, 
most say they have 
connected with new 
people during the last 
six months. More than 
4 in 5 pastors (83%) say 
new people who haven’t 
attended their church in 
the past have recently 
attended or connected 
in person. Around 3 
in 4 pastors (74%) say 
they’ve had new people 
attend or connect with 
their church online in 
the past six months. 
Still, a third of pastors 
(33%) say the consid-
erable number of needs 
within their congrega-
tion has made it hard to 
focus on reaching their 
community. 

Two in 5 pastors 
(40%) admit that it’s 
hard to keep a positive 
tone among the leaders 
of the church. When 
asked directly about the 
attitude of the congrega-
tion, a quarter of pastors 
(24%) say the church is 
concerned about having 
fewer people and activi-
ties than before the pan-
demic, 27% say their 
congregation is moving 
forward but is exhausted 
trying to cover all the 
bases, and 44% say the 
congregation is excited 
about what God is doing 
today. 

Ministry recovery 
In addition to return-

ing to in-person worship 
services, most U.S. 
Protestant pastors say 
their churches are also 
restarting small groups, 
student ministry and 
kids ministry.  

More small groups are 
meeting now, and more 
are meeting in person 
compared to last Janu-
ary. On average, pastors 
now report 79% of their 
small group classes for 
adults that existed prior 
to the pandemic are now 
meeting, including 69% 
that are gathering in 
person. In January 2021, 
36% of groups that 
existed before COVID-
19 met in person, 25% 
connected online or 
by phone, 33% didn’t 
meet and 6% no longer 
existed. Today, 13% of 
groups aren’t meeting 
and 8% no longer exist. 

Among churches 
that had student and 
kids ministry activities 
prior to the pandemic, 
most have restarted but 
have yet to see their 
attendance return to 
pre-pandemic levels. 
Churches also remain 
more hesitant to resume 
all activities for children 
compared to teenagers. 

Almost 9 in 10 pastors 
who had student minis-
tries prior to COVID-19 
say they have resumed 
at least some activities 
in person (86%), includ-
ing 70% who say all 
their activities are back 
to meeting in person.  

The average pastor 
with at least some of 
their student ministry 
activities meeting in 
person says attendance 
for those is 65% of 
what it was prior to the 
pandemic. Most (58%) 
say attendance is below 
90% of pre-COVID 

levels, but 33% report 
attendance close to early 
2020 levels. Another 
10% say their student 
ministry has grown. 

Like student min-
istry, close to 9 in 10 
churches who had kids 
ministry activities be-
fore the pandemic say 
they have restarted at 
least some activities in 
person (86%). Churches 
are less likely, however, 
to say all their activities 
for children are back 
to gathering in person 
(64%). Almost a quar-
ter of churches (22%) 
say they are only doing 
some of their kids’ ac-
tivities in person.  

In the average U.S. 
Protestant church hold-
ing at least some of their 
kids ministry activities, 
64% of kids are par-
ticipating compared to 
pre-pandemic atten-
dance. Three in 5 (60%) 
say attendance is below 
90% of what it was be-
fore COVID-19. And 
again, like with student 
ministries, 32% report 
attendance close to early 
2020 levels, and 8% say 
their kids ministry has 
grown. 

“The typical church 
has made great progress 
this last year in resum-
ing Bible studies for all 
ages,” said McConnell. 
“Restarting Sunday 
schools and small 
groups have allowed 
the majority of pre-pan-
demic participants to 
re-engage in this vital 
connecting point.”  

Aaron Earls is a writer 
for Lifeway Christian 
Resources. 

For more information, 
read the complete report 
and visit  
LifewayResearch.com. 

Back to the beginning

http://www.LifewayResearch.com


www.mwbc.org 11

BAPTISM
continued from page eight

or to ministers; it was 
given to the church.

“We understand that 
we, as a church, are 
baptizing because of the 
commandment of Jesus 
Christ,” Yarnell said. 
“For Roman Catholics, 
they believe the priest 
stands in the place of 
Christ. The priest acts 
as Christ. So they don’t 
want to speak of the 
local church being en-
gaged in baptism. Bap-
tists are just so different 
from that. We do believe 
that baptism is done by 
the church, as an act of 
obedience to the Lord 
Jesus Christ in the Great 
Commission.”

Baptism for early  
Baptists

If someone knows 
anything about Bap-
tists, they likely know 
this: Baptism is central 
to Baptist identity. In 
Barry Hankins and 
Thomas Kidd’s book 
Baptists in America: A 
History, they include 
baptism among the three 
features that mark Bap-
tists throughout history.

“[Baptism] is really 
central [to the Baptist 
identity],” said Kidd, 
a professor of history 
at Baylor University 
in Waco, Texas. “It’s 
one of the few things 
that united all Baptist 
groups. I can’t imagine 
why anyone would 
consider themselves 
Baptist and not practice 
believer’s baptism. Peo-
ple naming themselves 
Baptists disagree on all 
kinds of theological and 
ecclesiastical issues, 
but one ritual that has 
always been there for 
Baptists and distin-
guished them from other 

Protestants is the ritual 
of believer’s baptism.”

The distinctiveness of 
baptisms in the Baptist 
tradition goes all the 
way back to the decades 
after the Reformation 
and the first Baptists. 
Kidd notes that the 
name Baptist itself 
comes from Anabaptist, 
which means “re-bap-
tize.” Early Baptists 
taught that those who 
were baptized as infants 
needed to be re-baptized 
as believing adults.

Kidd says this focus 
on believer’s baptism 
made Baptists unique 
among Christians of 
their era. The over-
whelming practice of 
Catholics and the East-
ern Orthodox was infant 
baptism, Kidd says. 
Other Protestants, he 
adds, largely saw bap-
tism in the same way 
as circumcision in the 
Old Testament, bringing 
children into the cove-
nant community of the 
church.

“The Baptists, starting 
in the late 1500s and 
early 1600s in England 
in particular, believe 
that kind of use of bap-
tism as a sign of the 
covenant is confusing 
what baptism is in New 
Testament times,” Kidd 
said. “In Acts, it’s a sign 
of the internal transfor-
mation of regeneration 
and faith that only peo-
ple who can understand 
what’s happening could 
possibly go through.”

Nathan Finn, a Baptist 
historian and the dean of 
faculty at North Green-
ville University in Ti-
gerville, S.C., says this 
focus on believer’s bap-
tism often made early 
Baptists take more time 
than we do to assess a 
baptismal candidate’s 
conversion. He calls 

that the most significant 
change in how Baptists 
have done baptisms 
throughout history.

Mode of baptism has 
been a consistent Bap-
tist distinctive through-
out history, although 
Finn notes that the first 
generation of Baptists 
struggled to settle on 
immersion. While every 
generation of Baptists 
has consistently prac-
ticed believer’s baptism, 
many early Baptists 
still poured water over 
candidates instead of 
dipping new believers 
into the water. But for 
most of Baptist history, 
immersion has been the 
settled mode of baptism.

“We’re not going to 
baptize someone un-
less we think they’re a 
Christian,” Finn said. 
“We might be wrong 
about that, but we won’t 
baptize them if we 
don’t think they’re a 
Christian. And when we 
baptize them, it’s going 
to be in the water and 
we’re going to get all of 
them wet.”

What makes a baptism 
legitimate

Yarnell says the issue 
of the legitimacy of 
baptisms is different for 
Baptists who don’t hold 
to anything like canoni-
cal law.

“We don’t have any 
legal format we follow,” 
Yarnell said. “We follow 
more Christian principles 
that we find in Scripture. 
I wouldn’t want to pres-
ent it in the same terms 
as Catholic or Lutheran 
or Anglican or even Re-
formed church law. We 
just don’t think in those 
terms.”

But, Yarnell says, 
without the Gospel – 
and both an internal and 
an external represen-

tation of it – a baptism 
isn’t proper.

“We believe that the 
baptism in water ought 
to happen alongside or 
after the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit,” Yarnell 
said. “To have the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit 
means to be born again, 
faith in the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. We want 
a real confession of 
faith. That’s the internal. 
What’s the external? It’s 
that external confession 
of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and that God 
is Father and Son and 
Holy Spirit. If you don’t 
have the external and 
the internal saying the 
same thing, you’ve got a 
problem.”

Finn notes that histor-
ically there have been 
disagreements by Bap-
tists about baptism, but 
they’ve generally been 
united around three 
issues regarding legiti-
macy – the right mode 
(immersion), the right 
meaning (a symbol of 
the Gospel in a person’s 
life), and the right sub-
ject of baptism (a fully 
converted believer).

The Baptist Faith and 
Message 2000 addresses 
all three topics, calling 
baptism “the immersion 
of a believer in water in 
the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. It is an act of 
obedience symboliz-
ing the believer’s faith 
in a crucified, buried, 
and risen Saviour, the 
believer’s death to sin, 
the burial of the old life, 
and the resurrection to 
walk in newness of life 
in Christ Jesus.”

Because Southern 
Baptists have histor-
ically tied baptism to 
both conversions and 
church membership, it 
has often been used as 

an important metric in 
the evangelistic health 
of local churches, state 
Baptist conventions and 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention. A decline 
in baptisms across the 
convention has been 
a common concern 
expressed in recent de-
cades.

“We have to go 
preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ for us to see 
people baptized,” Yar-
nell said. “Baptism is 
something that happens 
after evangelism, after 
mission. So let’s put the 
priority on mission and 
on evangelism. Then 
let’s watch and see what 
God does through the 
number of baptisms.”

Kidd urges Southern 
Baptists to reflect upon 
the historic significance 
of baptism for Baptists 
– and to remember the 
price paid by those early 
Baptists for practicing 
it in what was a unique 
manner.

“I think that Baptists 
and Southern Baptists 
have probably lost some 
of the sense of how 
special and unusual the 
Baptist ritual of baptism 
was,” Kidd said. “For 
even centuries after the 
beginning of the new 
Baptist movement, in 
the early 1600s, Baptists 
went through a lot of 
persecution, because of 
how their baptism ritual 
was held in derision, 
even by a lot of other 
Protestants. I think 
that’s something to be 
respected and under-
stood. A lot of Baptists 
suffered at least harass-
ment and ridicule, if not 
imprisonment and fines 
for upholding what we 
consider to be the bibli-
cal view of baptism.”

Back to the beginning
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Mission Gifts from the Churches
MINNESOTA WISCONSIN BAPTIST CONVENTION  
COOPERATIVE PROGRAM AND  
STATE MISSION OFFERING RECEIPTS 
 
Cooperative Program Budget 2022 Year to Date $111,968.83  
Cooperative Program Receipts 2022 Year to Date $104,170.70   
Under Budget 2022 Year to Date           $7,798.13

State Mission Offering 2021 Goal   $100,000.00 
State Mission Offering 2021 Receipts     $41,842.36
Under State Mission Offering 2021 Goal      $58,157.64 
 
  
        

BAY LAKES BAPTIST ASSOCIATION  
Appleton, Hmong Baptist Mission 
Appleton, Valley 
Clintonville, First Baptist Church 
Green Bay, Graceway Fellowship 
Green Bay, Highland Crest Baptist 
Manitowoc, New Beginnings 
Neenah, Living Vine Church 
Sheboygan, Mapledale Baptist  
Tilleda, Bethany Baptist Church 
Waupaca, Fellowship Baptist     
BLBA TOTAL                       

TWIN CITIES METRO BAPTIST ASSN.
Bloomington, Southtown Baptist 
Minneapolis, Gracepoint 
Brooklyn Park, Ebenezer Community 
Brooklyn Park, North Center  
Spring Lake Park, Hmong Hope 
Sunfish Lake, Bethel Baptist  
St. Paul, Iglesia Hispana Betel 
St. Paul, Twin City Hmong 
Maple Grove, Northwood Community 
Roseville, Roseville Baptist  
St. Paul, Followers Of Christ Hmong 
Coon Rapids, First Hmong Baptist  
New Prague, Calvary Church 
Roseville, Gospel Hmong 
Maplewood, Eternal Life Hmong  
Maple Grove, Unlock Church 
Bloomington, MN Kangnam Korean 
Sunfish Lake, Vietnamese Baptist 
St. Paul, Salt City Church 
Minneapolis, All Peoples Church 
Ramsey, Bethlehem Worship Center 
Minneapolis, Shalom Community  
Monticello, Grace Bible Church 
 TCMBA Total 

  $0.00  
$14,319.15 

  $279.00 
 $1,762.87 

  $15,062.04 
  $223.00 

  $50.00 
  $800.10 
  $356.80 
  $233.28 

  $33,086.24 

 
   

$2,261.00 
  $300.00 
  $600.00 

  $0.00   
   $0.00   

  $1,200.00 
  $250.00 
  $360.00 
  $166.67 

  $1,200.00 
  $1,336.85 

  $750.00 
  $3,712.45 

  $711.84 
  $168.00 
  $100.00 
  $200.00 
  $120.00 

  $3,500.00 
  $1,080.00 

   $0.00   
  $39.00 

  $600.00 
  $18,655.81 

LAKELAND BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
Bassett, Westosha Baptist  
Brown Deer, Brown Deer Baptist 
Franklin, Emmaus Fellowship 
Kenosha, Amistad Cristiana 
Kenosha, Fellowship Baptist  
Kenosha, Missio Dei Fellowship 
Kenosha, Parkside Baptist  
Mequon, Westlake Church 
Milwaukee, Ephesians Baptist  
Milwaukee, Family of Christ  
Milwaukee, Layton Avenue  
Milwaukee, Mercy Memorial 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee Arabic  
Milwaukee, Mt Horeb Baptist  
Milwaukee, UFlourish Church 
Mount Pleasant, I.C.A.R.E. Ministries 
Mount Pleasant, Immanuel 
Pewaukee, Crossroads Church 
Pleasant Prairie, Pleasant Prairie  
Racine, Hope Community Church  
LBA TOTAL 

SOUTHERN WI BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
Boscobel, Blue River Valley  
Janesville, Casa de Oracion  
Janesville, Resonate Church 
La Crosse, Crossway Church 
Madison, Campus Community 
Madison, Doxa Church 
Madison, East Madison Baptist 
Madison, Gracepoint 
Madison, Hope In Christ Assembly 
Madison, Livingstone Baptist  
Madison, Red Village 
Platteville, Rolling Hills 
Reedsburg, Trinity Baptist Church 
Sparta, Gospel Baptist Church 
Sun Prairie, Christ Fellowship  
Sun Prairie, Reborn in Christ  
Sun Prairie, Transformation 
Sun Prairie, United Hmong 
Verona, Memorial Baptist Church 
Waterloo, Centro Biblico La Roca 
WI Dells, Rock of Hope 
WI Rapids, First Baptist Church                 
SWBA TOTAL

 
$320.00 
   $0.00

  $600.00 
  $300.00 

   $0.00
  $909.00 

  $1,031.60 
  $100.00 
  $900.00 
  $100.00 

  $1,385.38 
  $150.00 

$53.89 
   $0.00

  $743.51 
  $85.68 

  $1,108.21 
  $1,006.15 
  $1,007.00 

  $246.28 
  $10,046.70

 
 $226.98 

  $0.00   
  $1,195.31 

  $0.00   
  $300.00 

  $9,232.32 
  $1,148.00 
  $1,000.00 

  $457.83 
  $266.00 

  $2,500.00 
  $3,979.06 
  $2,900.00 

  $806.81 
  $200.00 
  $185.91 
  $165.65 
  $150.00 
  $250.00 

  $0.00   
  $400.00 

  $50.00 
  $25,413.87 

BaptistBaptist
Minnesota-Wisconsin

  
$265.00 

  $6,622.00 
  $350.00 

  $0.00   
 $0.00   
  $0.00
   $0.00   

  $65.00 
   $0.00
   $0.00

  $7,302.00 

 
$1,906.00 

   $0.00
   $0.00

  $55.00 
  $500.00 
  $100.00 

  $0.00
  $790.00 

   $0.00
  $0.00

  $512.00 
   $0.00
   $0.00
   $0.00
   $0.00
  $0.00

  $500.00 
   $0.00
   $0.00
   $0.00

  $550.00 
   $0.00
  $0.00

  $4,913.00  

$ 345.00 
  $1,100.00 

   $0.00
   $0.00

  $3,550.00 
   $0.00  

$486.00 
   $0.00
   $0.00  
 $0.00

  $3,164.95 
  $0.00
  $0.00

  $200.00 
  $0.00
  $0.00

  $1,820.00 
   $0.00

  $778.00 
  $535.00 

  $11,978.95
 

 $0.00
  $55.00 
   $0.00

  $817.00 
  $0.00
  $0.00

  $2,145.00 
   $0.00
   $0.00

  $200.00 
   $0.00 
  $0.00

   $0.00  
$1,447.80 

   $0.00
   $0.00
  $0.00
  $0.00
   $0.00

  $30.00 
   $0.00  

$80.00 
  $4,774.80

NAME CP YTD SMO 2021

NAME CP YTD SMO 2021
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SOUTHERN MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION
Austin, Austin Baptist Church 
Mankato, Hope Baptist Church 
Red Wing, Hiawatha Valley Baptis 
Chester, Chester Woods Commu 
Rochester, Emmanuel Baptist Ch 
Eyota, Hmong Baptist Church 
Viola, Viola Bible Church 
Winona, Cornerstone Community 
Marshall, Radiant Life Church 
Willmar, Grace Baptist Church 
Sartell, Park Fellowship 
SMNBA Total

NORTHWOODS BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
Bemidji, Ridgewood Baptist Churc 
Cambridge, Cross Pointe Church 
Crookston, Prairie Community Ch 
Hill City, Hill City Baptist Church 
Int’l Falls, Pleasant Hill 
Grand Rapids, Calvary Pines Bapti 
Rice Lake, Hope Baptist Church 
Warroad, Westside Baptist 
New York Mills, Grace Connection 
NWBA Total
 

  
     $811.10 

  $663.80 
  $1,520.90 

  $168.00 
  $3,507.06 

  $0.00   
  $230.00 

  $1,581.33 
  $575.05 

  $25.00 
  $973.00 

  $10,055.24 
 

   
 $148.00 

  $250.00 
  $1,635.02 

  $200.00 
  $0.00   

  $1,469.00 
  $795.00 

  $1,515.82 
  $50.00 

  $6,062.84

OTHER 
Eau Claire, Jacob’s Well
Other
OTHER TOTAL

MWBC TOTAL RECEIVED

   

NOTE:  No giving received by MWBC-affiliated churches not listed above 
during stated giving periods   

$850.00 
$0.00

  $850.00 

 $104,170.70

 $0.00
   $0.00

  $100.00 
   $0.00

  $2,930.00 
  $2,351.00 

  $735.00 
   $0.00

  $225.00 
  $0.00
   $0.00   

  $6,341.00

 $0.00
   $0.00

  $57.61 
   $0.00

  $300.00 
  $50.00 

  $2,025.00 
   $0.00
  $0.00

  $2,432.61  

$0.00
  $4,100.00 
  $4,100.00

  $  41,842.36 

NAME CP YTD SMO 2021NAME CP YTD SMO 2021

convention I thought my op-
portunity to be part of that 
small group of state paper 
editors had forever ended,” 
Williams said. “What a joy-
ful surprise it was when I 
was asked to resume work-
ing remotely from my home 
in Texas.” 

The remote editorship 
was made possible due to a 
change he initiated during 
his first stint as M-W Bap-
tist editor. They stopped 
using a local printer and 
mailing service to become 
a partnership edition of the 
Kentucky Western Record-
er. The Western Recorder 
provided layout, printing 
and mailing services for 
them at a very competitive 
price. That partnership last-
ed more than 24 years. 

Williams – who has a 
bachelors in journalism 
from the University of 

Tennessee and a masters in 
religious education from 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary – recalled 
a funny thing that happened 
early in his time as editor 
from Texas.

“I had a call from some-
one — I think it was from 
one of our entities — want-
ing to talk about placing 
an ad, and he was kind of 
confused that they put him 
in touch with me. So, after 
we talked for a while, and 
we talked about the ad pric-
es and our policies, he said, 
‘Well, now let me get this 
straight.  This is the Minne-
sota-Wisconsin paper, but 
it’s published in Texas?’ I 
said, ‘Oh, no.  We’re pub-
lished in Kentucky.’”

When the independent 
Western Recorder in January 
2019 was moved into the 
communications department 
of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention and ceased pub-
lishing a print edition, that 

CELEBRATE
continued from page nine

also meant the end of their 
partnership issues. The Ar-
kansas Baptist News came to 
Minnesota-Wisconsin Bap-
tists’ rescue and developed a 
partnership edition for them, 
but a year later that indepen-
dent paper also was handed 
over to its state convention 
and ceased newspaper 
publication, leaving Minne-
sota-Wisconsin once again 
without a publisher.

It was at that time that 
MWBC executive director 
Leo Endel encouraged the 
movement of their state 
paper from a print edition 
to an email version. Being 
a lover of print media, Wil-
liams resisted but under-
stood the necessity of the 
change.  

He also saw some big 
advantages.  The newspaper 
immediately moved from 
quarterly to every other 
month and reduced its turn-
around from deadline to de-
livery from nearly a month 
to one week. 

Williams said the high-
light of his time as M-W 
Baptist editor has been the 
opportunity to get to know 
the great people of the 
MWBC.

“Donna Kay [Williams’ 
wife of 46 years] and I have 
built many lifelong rela-
tionships through the years, 
especially with state con-

vention staff and directors of 
missions, but also with pas-
tors, church staff members 
and other church leaders,” 
he said.

The feeling is mutual 
among the people who have 
met the Williamses over the 
years.

“I’ve enjoyed getting to 
know David and Donna 
Kay through the years and 
appreciate their heart for 
ministry and their sweet 
spirit as individuals and as a 
couple,” said Jennifer Davis 
Rash, editor-in-chief of The 
Alabama Baptist and The 
Baptist Paper.

Williams is quick to credit 
the impact Donna Kay has 
had on his life and ministry.

“She’s everything to me. 
Without her, I couldn’t have 
done anything that I’ve 
done. It was because of her 
that I was driven as an ag-
nostic to consider the Bible 
again and the claims of 
Christ and became a Chris-
tian,” he said. “She’s en-
couraged me and challenged 
me to be the man that I am.”

After 40 years in ministry, 
Williams has no plans to re-
tire anytime soon.

“I enjoy the ministry to 
which the Lord has called 
me and intend to continue as 
long as He allows.”

Back to the beginning
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2010 in the number of 
congregations among 
Hispanics (53.1%), 
African Americans 
(52.2%), Other Ethnics 
(49.3%) and Asian 
Americans (37.5%) 
while Anglo congre-
gations grew by only 
3.7%. Growth contin-
ued over the next 10 
years but at a slower 
pace.

Furthermore, mem-
bership of ethnic 
minority groups in-
creased by 1 million 
from 1990-2019 while 
Anglo groups de-
creased by the same 
amount. In that time 

span, 8 in 10 new SBC 
congregations were 
primarily made up of 
an ethnic minority.

‘A timely and needed 
resource’

The research tool is 
open to anyone and 
was designed to benefit 
the local church, said 
Minh Ha Nguyen, who 
has served as manager 
for Global Research at 
the IMB for more than 
22 years.

“The GCRM Ethnic 
Research Portal helps 
churches know their 
community well, pray 
for unreached people 
groups in their city 
and build Great Com-
mission relationships 

with other ethnic and 
language congrega-
tions in the SBC,” he 
said. “It allows local 
churches to get to 
know other Southern 
Baptists who speak 
different languages 
and build relationships 
across the cultural 
boundaries.”

Those tools can 
prove vital for church-
es, said Willie Mc-
Laurin. In December 
2019, McLaurin was 
named vice president 
for Great Commission 
Relations and Mobi-
lization at the SBC 
Executive Committee 
and most recently be-
came the first African 
American to serve as 

CEO of a Southern 
Baptist entity upon 
being named interim 
EC president.

“The online platform 
provides a simple and 
easily accessible re-
source that will assist 
us in identifying, en-
listing and expanding 
the ethnic footprint 
in our mission field,” 
McLaurin said. “The 
portal developed by 
Southern Baptist mis-
sion-minded research-
ers will have an im-
mediate and valuable 
impact on reaching the 
nations and the neigh-
borhoods.

The portal records 
that ethnic minority 
fellowships have a 
combined 11,287 con-
gregations, making up 
nearly a quarter (22.3 
percent) of the SBC. 
If they were separate 
state conventions:

• the African Amer-
ican fellowship would 
be the third largest, be-
hind the Baptist Gener-
al Convention of Texas 
and North Carolina

• the Hispanic con-
vention would be 
fourth, behind the 
BGCT, North Carolina 
and Georgia

• the Asian American 
fellowship would be 
10th, larger than Mis-
sissippi, South Caroli-
na and Missouri.

The site includes 
interactive graphics 
that break down the 
research. Among the 
ten largest SBC asso-
ciations, for instance, 
only Jacksonville has 
a majority of churches 
made up of one ethnic 
group (White Anglo). 
The other nine have 
no ethnicity exceeding 
47 percent. A slider 
graphic also shows the 
change in the number 

of ethnic minority 
congregations across 
the country since 
1990.

“According to our 
research on Ethnic 
Diversity Index (EDI), 
we, as Southern Bap-
tists, are more diverse 
than we think we really 
are,” Nguyen said.

“In 1990, the EDI 
of SBC was 2.0 while 
the U.S. EDI was 5.4, 
with EDI=10 being the 
highest. In 2019, SBC 
EDI was 4.6 while the 
U.S. EDI was 7. In the 
30-year span, SBC EDI 
gained 2.6 percentage 
points while the U.S. 
EDI gained 1.6 per-
centage points, a whole 
1 point less than the 
SBC.

“This means that, 
while SBC is still less 
diverse than the U.S., it 
grows faster in diversi-
ty than the U.S.”

‘A long way to go’
While growth has 

occurred in diversity, 
the site also records the 
substantial decrease 
in baptisms among 
Southern Baptists over 
the last 20 years.

From 2000-2010, 
Hispanics were the 
only group to record 
an increase in baptisms 
at 12.5 percent. The 
SBC overall showed 
a 20.1 percent deficit 
in that time frame. 
According to the site, 
Southern Baptists re-
ported a 62.8 percent 
drop in baptisms from 
2010-2020, the highest 
decrease being among 
African American 
(82.6 percent) Native 
American (71.3 per-
cent) and Hispanic 
(67.6 percent) congre-
gations.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hands-of-hope-tickets-277614591717

